
 
 

POLICY FOR ALTERNATE PATHWAYS TO CERTIFICATION IN DIAGNOSTIC RADIOLOGY 
AND SUBSPECIALTY CERTIFICATION FOR INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL GRADUATES 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Physicians who have taken their radiology residency training outside the United States or 
Canada are considered international medical graduates (IMGs). If they have completed a 
clinical year and have been fully trained and qualified to practice independent diagnostic 
radiology in their country of diagnostic radiology training, they are eligible to pursue 
certification by the American Board of Radiology through either of two pathways: the 
Standard Pathway or the Alternate Pathway. 

 
STANDARD PATHWAYS 

 
Standard Pathway to Diagnostic Radiology Certification 
Successful completion of ACGME-accredited training (or Royal College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of Canada equivalent) in diagnostic radiology, followed by a letter of attestation of 
the candidate’s readiness from the training program director, is the standard by which 
candidates gain entry to the ABR examination process. ACGME-accredited training in a 
diagnostic radiology residency may or may not include a fellowship (either ACGME-
accredited or non-accredited). 
 

            Standard Pathway to Subspecialty (“Certificate of Added Qualification, or CAQ”) 
Certification  

    ABR diagnostic radiology certification, followed by successful completion of an ACGME-
accredited fellowship program in the subspecialty, a letter of attestation from the training  
program director, and a year of clinical practice, is the standard by which candidates gain 
entry to the subspecialty examination process. 

Note: A year of training in an ACGME-accredited fellowship program that is 
completed before diagnostic radiology certification is not recognized by the ABR 
as satisfying this requirement for entry into the subspecialty certifying exam via 
the standard pathway. 
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ALTERNATE PATHWAYS  
 
The Alternate pathway is available at institutions with an ACGME-accredited residency 
training program and requires the sponsorship of the department chair of the institution in 
which the IMG is a faculty member or fellow. The department chair establishes a 
prospective four-year plan with the individual, attests to the plan in writing to the ABR, and 
monitors and reports to the ABR on a yearly basis the individual IMG’s progress on the path 
to certification. The required admission process to the alternate pathway to ABR 
certification is (1) documentation of training and certification obtained internationally, as 
described on the ABR website at http://theabr.org/ic/ic_dr/ic_dr_imedgrad.html; and (2) 
submission of the completed and signed form, “Sponsoring Department Agreement: IMG 
Alternate Pathway for Diagnostic Radiology Certification” [link to form]. An application fee is 
required.  
The ABR retains the right and responsibility to exercise Board discretion concerning 
the request of any individual to enter the examination process.  

 
Alternate Pathway to Diagnostic Radiology Certification   
The IMG must serve four continuous years as a full-time member of the department in any 
combination of the following categories:  resident, ACGME-approved fellow, non-ACMGE 
approved fellow, or faculty.  

 
Alternate Pathway to Subspecialty Certification (formerly “Certificate of Added 
Qualifications, of CAQ”) in neuroradiology, nuclear radiology, pediatric radiology, 
and vascular and interventional radiology for international medical graduates 

 
Alternate Pathway to Subspecialty (“CAQ”) Certification  
ABR diagnostic radiology certification, followed by a two-year faculty appointment with full-
time clinical responsibility in the subspecialty area, at a single institution with an ACGME-
accredited fellowship training program in the area of subspecialty certification desired 
provides for entry to the ABR subspecialty certification examination. If the clinical 
responsibility is less than full time, the years to certification may, at the ABR’s discretion, be 
modified accordingly. 

Note: U.S. graduates with ABR diagnostic radiology certification may be eligible 
for the alternate pathway to subspecialty certification; applications are considered 
on a case-by-case basis. 
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